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For the month of June, we pay homage to the perseverance of our
LGET0+ friends. Along with their stories, we also bring our reading
recommendations to honor Juneteenth, African American Music
Appreciation Month, and PTSD Awareness.

JULIAN IS A MERMAID

Written & lllustrated by Jessica Love

While on the subway, Julian sees some older women
spectacularly dressed up as mermaids. He is then
determined to create his own mermaid costume, but he is
nervous what his Abuela may think. This book is a perfect

proclamation of self-love and celebrates individuality.



https://www.amazon.com/Juli%C3%A1n-Mermaid-Jessica-Love/dp/0763690457/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=julian+is+a+mermaid&qid=1656086330&s=books&sprefix=julian+is+a%2Cstripbooks%2C162&sr=1-1

DAVID LEVITHAN ANSWERS IN THE PAGES
G e e By David Levithan

After leaving a school assigned book out, Donovan's mother
is convinced the main characters are gay so she is
determined to have the novel removed from the curriculum.
Donovan disagrees with his mother and goes on a journey
to learn how to stand up for what is right, even when it is
hard. A great YA novel for those in middle school!

MY RAINBOW
By DeShanna Neal & Trinity Neal | lllustrated by Art Twink

When Trinity wants to look more like her dolls, her family is
there for support. Even better, her mother decides to make

a rainbow wig to match Trinity's inside and outside self.
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| THE JUNETEENTH STORY
crl'.fﬁ'h‘}j!’l'“"‘(-'"i"““”g” £ ] By Alliah L. Agostini | lllustrated by Sawyer Cloud

Perfect for kids and adults, this bequ’rifu”y illustrated book
gives a summary of Juneteenth and how it came to be.
Follow along with the historical context as well as anecdotes

on the holiday's importance in today's society.

THE TRUE STORY OF THE GRANDMOTHER OF JUNETEENTH

OPAL LEE AND WHAT IT MEANS TO BE FREE
By Alice Faye Duncan | lllustrated by Keturah A. Bobo

Opal is a little girl from Texas where Juneteenth originated.
She learns that the rest of the U.S. does not know of the
holiday. The reader gets to follow Opal in her adventure to
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educate others on the importance of Juneteenth.



https://www.amazon.com/Alice-Faye-Duncan/e/B001IQXHEQ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Keturah+A.+Bobo&text=Keturah+A.+Bobo&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
http://amazon.com/s?k=opal+lee+and+what+it+means+to+be+free&i=stripbooks&crid=2B68EA9MKANTB&sprefix=opal+lee%2Cstripbooks%2C124&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_1_8
https://www.amazon.com/Juneteenth-Story-Celebrating-Slavery-United/dp/0760375143/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3OXTTMTS9CDAM&keywords=the+juneteenth+story&qid=1656086684&s=books&sprefix=the+juneteenth+story%2Cstripbooks%2C116&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Answers-Pages-David-Levithan/dp/0593484681/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=answers+in+the+pages&qid=1656086613&s=books&sprefix=answers+in%2Cstripbooks%2C131&sr=1-1
http://amazon.com/My-Rainbow-DeShanna-Neal/dp/1984814605/ref=sr_1_1?crid=IKN7V2HPJM7W&keywords=my+rainbow&qid=1656086655&s=books&sprefix=my+rainbow%2Cstripbooks%2C122&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/DeShanna-Neal/e/B08NK8RFGC/ref=aufs_dp_fta_dsk
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JAZZ ON A SATURDAY NIGHT
By Leo & Diane Dillion

Y \\ 1”’&1231, A Coretta Scott King Honor Book, readers follow along with
R : A ‘“{:f@ Jazz on a Saturday Night to get to know some of the
| “ 2 e }‘l: greatest jazz musicians of all time. The book comes with a
‘ ! CD to help readers learn more about jazz instruments.

in honor of PT§5:_
Awareness Month

MAYA ANGELOQU

Life Doesn't Frighten Me

DIE}'EFSET By Maya Angelou | lllustrated by Jean-Michel Basquiat
© FRIGHTEN
3 /‘/\E This is an ode to one of Maya Angelou's poems about

bravery and overcoming personal adversary. Life Doesn't
Frighten Me reminds all readers, big and small, to celebrate

their moments of courage and themselves.

BOOKS FOR ALL

PET
By Akwaeke Emezi

Named Book of the Year by the New York Times as well as
a winner of the Stonewall Book Award, Pet depicfs monsters
come to life in a world that seems to be perfect. Filled with
LGBTQIA characters - including main character Jam who is

non-binary - Pet touches on hard topics, including how to

face society when it denies its own issues.


https://www.amazon.com/Saturday-Night-Coretta-Scott-Honor/dp/0590478931/ref=sr_1_1?crid=90GTNTIKH62J&keywords=jazz+on+a+saturday+night&qid=1656086746&s=books&sprefix=jazz+on+a+s%2Cstripbooks%2C125&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Doesnt-Frighten-25th-Anniversary/dp/1419727486/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=life+doesn%27t+frighten+me&qid=1656086762&s=books&sprefix=life+do%2Cstripbooks%2C122&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/DeShanna-Neal/e/B08NK8RFGC/ref=aufs_dp_fta_dsk
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Jean-Michel+Basquiat&text=Jean-Michel+Basquiat&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/Pet-Akwaeke-Emezi/dp/0593175441/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2F2HVH4HNL4EO&keywords=pet&qid=1656086785&s=books&sprefix=pet%2Cstripbooks%2C130&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Akwaeke-Emezi/e/B0746F1QRZ/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

GIOVANNI'S ROOM
. [l By James Baldwin

Set in 1950s Paris, Giovanni's Room is a timeless classic
about forbidden love, and tragic twists and turns. Written
by the renowned James Baldwin, this novel stands strong

amongst other canons in its quest to define passion.

I |
THE PRICE OF SALT (CAROL)
By Patricia Highsmith

Author Patricia Highsmith may be known for her thrillers

like Strangers on a Train, but she is also famous for The

Price of Salt and its story of two women falling in love while
on the open road. Published in the 19050s, this novel

became a cult classic that was eventually turned into the

il movie we known as Carol.
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER .|I !Il ON JuN ETEENTH

I : By Annette Gordon-Reed

UK L

JUWETEENTL

|| Annette Gordon-Reed, a descendant of enslaved people
Annette Gordon-Reed i

| brought to Texas as early as the 1820s, describes the history
' | of Juneteenth through memoir and factual descriptions of

WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE

| American history incuding Reconstruction through the Jim

Crow era.

RALPH JUNETEENTH: A Novel
LS E N By Ralph Ellison
Juneteenth Juneteenth is the long awaited second book from Ralph

Ellison. Mixed with the languages of jazz and gospel, Ellison

brings readers along on the adventures of Senator

Sunraider and Preacher Hickman.



https://www.amazon.com/Juneteenth-Ralph-Ellison-audiobook/dp/B005LEV0CW/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2UQ9KHHNIE7GC&keywords=juneteenth+a+novel&qid=1656086840&s=books&sprefix=junteenth+a+novel%2Cstripbooks%2C116&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Juneteenth-Annette-Gordon-Reed/dp/1631498835/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33UKG81CVIHF2&keywords=on+juneteenth+annette+gordon-reed&qid=1656086826&s=books&sprefix=on+juneteenth%2Cstripbooks%2C130&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Giovannis-Room-James-Baldwin/dp/0345806565/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DEEW19VLRQ5U&keywords=giovanni+s+room+james+baldwin&qid=1656086797&s=books&sprefix=giovanni%2Cstripbooks%2C128&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+price+of+salt&i=stripbooks&crid=APCL8UBXVIB&sprefix=the+price+of+salt%2Cstripbooks%2C138&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_1_17
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JACKSON STREET AFTER HOURS: THE ROOTS OF JAZZ

IN SEATTLE
By Paul De Barros

JACKSON STREET
AFTER HOURS

From Ray Charles to jazz clubs like the Black and Tan, De
Barros gives readers a new lens in which to view Seattle. So
much musical history runs through our streets and this book

is a magical way to take it all in.


https://www.amazon.com/Paul-De-Barros/e/B001KMUM3W/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=jackson+street+after+hours&i=stripbooks&crid=1422Z90X3EICG&sprefix=jackson+street+after+hour%2Cstripbooks%2C116&ref=nb_sb_ss_fb_2_25_ts-doa-p

